November 19, 2014

BRAIN HEALTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the tremendous
work of the Center for Brain Health at
the University of Texas at Dallas and
its Brain Performance Institute. Not
only do their programs and research
benefit the public, they have a team
that specifically focuses on serving Ac-
tive Duty servicemembers, veterans,
military spouses, and caregivers.

More than 2.5 million men and
women have admirably worn the uni-
form to protect America’s freedom
since 9/11. Sadly, nearly 20 percent of
them come back from Iraq and Afghan-
istan with PTSD or major depression.
More than 250,000 servicemembers have
sustained a traumatic brain injury in
the last decade.

This ring that I wear is a sobering re-
minder that 22 servicemembers or vet-
erans commit suicide each and every
day. Something has to be done to help
these heroes battle their inner en-
emies, and that is where the Brain
Health team comes in.

The Brain Health team is dedicated
to creating public and private partner-
ships to not only eliminate the stigma
often associated with PTSD or TBI, but
to improve treatment and access to
that treatment. This team is essen-
tially retraining brains to build their
resilience, regeneration, and reverse
losses in mental capacity, giving these
men and women the opportunity to
overcome the trauma of war and pur-
sue a happy and healthy future.

The Center for Brain Health and
Brain Performance has provided sci-
entifically proven programs to more
than 500 warriors in seven States, in-
cluding my home State of Texas. The
institute’s service to our troops is out-
standing. They are the perfect example
of America’s commitment to take care
of our warriors and their families, and
I am proud to recognize their good
works.

In God we trust.

———

THE 43 MURDERED MEXICAN
STUDENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VELA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise to
bring attention to the massacre of 43
students in Mexico.

Edmund Burke said:

All that is necessary for the triumph of
evil is that good men do nothing.

On September 26, students from a
teacher training college visited Iguala,
Mexico, to participate in a protest. Ac-
cording to media reports, the students
were arrested by police forces and
handed over to a criminal gang. Their
burned bodies have reportedly been
found discarded in a river.

As The Washington Post reported
yesterday:
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The demand to find the students and pun-
ish those responsible for their disappearance
has broadened into a more diverse fury about
corrupt politicians and their drug-traf-
ficking cronies.

Mexican prosecutors have formally
charged former Iguala Mayor Jose Luis
Abarca in the disappearance of the stu-
dents. Unfortunately, this is not an iso-
lated incident. In the last several
months, three constituent families of
mine have been touched by murder in
northern Mexico.

I again call on the United States
State Department to ensure that the
Mexican Government thoroughly inves-
tigates these atrocities and that those
responsible be brought to justice and
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law.

The crises of human smuggling, drug
smuggling, and illegal migration do
not begin or end at the border. Resolv-
ing these matters requires that we ad-
dress issues of economic development
and cartel violence in Mexico and that
we address the demand for narcotics in
the United States, along with elimi-
nating the presence of cartels in an es-
timated 1,000 U.S. cities.

The leaders of the State Department
in Washington, D.C., need to under-
stand that this is one of the most
pressing foreign policy issues con-

fronting our Nation. Otherwise, evil
will indeed triumph.
——
INCREASE OF VIOLENT ATTACKS
IN ISRAEL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, a strong Israel means a strong
United States, and a strong United
States means a strong Israel. That is
why I want to offer my condolences to
the families of the Israelis murdered by
Palestinian terrorists in Jerusalem
yesterday.

The increase in these attacks is a
grim reminder of the need for the
United States—now, more than ever—
to stand side by side in support of
Israel and its right to defend itself and
her citizens. I condemn these terror at-
tacks, and I call on President Obama
and leaders of other responsible na-
tions to do the same and to hold Abu
Mazen and the Palestinian leadership
accountable for these actions.

We must recognize the importance of
U.S.-Israel cooperation across a wide
spectrum of areas, but particularly our
cooperation on security and defense
issues.

In the past year, I have had the op-
portunity to not only see firsthand
what our joint efforts have produced
with the Iron Dome antimissile defense
system, but also why this is such an
important venture. Last August, I led a
congressional delegation trip to Israel
to discuss our bilateral relationship
with Prime Minister Netanyahu and
other top-ranking Israeli officials. The
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one thing that we heard repeatedly in
almost every meeting was how thank-
ful the Israelis were for the United
States Congress’ continued support for
the Iron Dome and other defense mis-
sile systems and our belief in Israel’s
need to maintain its qualitative mili-
tary edge over its enemies.

Iron Dome has become known for its
accuracy after its remarkable perform-
ance in 2012, especially in November of
that year during Operation Pillar of
Defense, when Hamas terrorists fired
thousands of rockets indiscriminately
into Israeli civilian populations. The
sheer numbers were astounding, and
the rate of success is a testament to
the U.S.-Israeli cooperation.

So when we arrived in Israel in Au-
gust of 2013, less than a year after Pil-
lar of Defense, one of the first things
that Prime Minister Netanyahu said to
us was:

Thank you for Iron Dome. It truly saved
countless innocent Israeli lives.

We visited a deployed Iron Dome bat-
tery in northern Israel to see this re-
markable piece of technology. We also
met the incredible young men and
women of the Israeli Defense Forces
who operate the Iron Dome batteries.
It was impressive and inspiring to see
how well these young people handled
the weight of such an incredible bur-
den, but that is a testament to the
Jewish people and to Israel.

The next time I witnessed firsthand
the importance of Iron Dome was just
this past summer, Madam Speaker. We
were in Israel and in Jordan to get a
better understanding of the situation
in the Middle East. We had arrived in
the region about 2 weeks after the news
that Hamas had kidnapped three
Israeli teens, Eyal, Naftali, and Gilad.
We were in Israel the day that the
heart-wrenching news came out that
the bodies of these three young boys
had been found riddled with bullets in
the territories. It was an incredible
moment of sadness, of loss, of despair
for the entire nation, and we grieved
with them when we attended the fu-
neral of the three teenagers.

But Israel had no time to grieve over
its loss of these three because Hamas
had been engaged in rocket attacks
against Israel that began when the
three boys were abducted and mur-
dered. Their intensity increased as the
search began; and once Israel found the
bodies, Hamas began firing rockets,
hundreds of rockets into innocent
Israeli civilian populations.

Amid the constant barrage of rockets
and the continual blares of warning si-
rens, Iron Dome once again proved its
worth and importance. It successfully
shot down rocket after rocket aimed at
the Israeli people over the course of the

latest operation called Protective
Edge.
The performance of Iron Dome,

Madam Speaker, shows how great both
Israeli and American technology and
expertise are, and why it is vitally im-
portant that our two countries con-
tinue to work together on projects
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